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II—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


Tue Samay of the 21st April refers to the memorial addressed to Govern- 
ment by the tea-planters of Jalpaiguri pro- 
testing against the extension of the newly-passed 
Chaukidari Act to their tea-gardens, and makes the 


The Chaukidari Act and the 
planters of J alpaiguri. 


following remarks :— 

The memorialists are afraid that the extension of the Act to their gardens 
will put a stop to their oppression of the coolies, and so they are protesting against 
the measure. Thecoolies may not have any valuable property in the gardens, but 
surely their lives are as much worth protection as any property. It is hoped 
that Government will not pay heed to the unreasonable request of the planters. 

2. A correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 22nd April says that while sitting 
with a friend between 9-30 and 10 p.m. on the 17th 
April last, in the park in Cornwallis Square, and 
talking with him about the oppressions by gundas in Calcutta, a man came up 
to them and closely scanned their features. On being asked whom he wanted, 
he at first replied ‘certain people,” and then said ‘‘ yourselves”; and at a signal 
from him, five or six gundus armed with clubs arrived on the spot, and beset the 
correspondent and his friend. After the correspondent had exchanged some 
words with the gundas, he thought that he knew their leader, and told him 
this. Either frightened by this, or seeing that the correspondent and. his friend 
were not the men they looked for, the gundas went away, but were soon after- 
wards observed beating two men at the gate of the park and under the gas-post. 
The two men raised a cry of “paharawalla! paharawalla!” but it wasa long 
time before any paharawalla turned up. The men complained that they had 
been robbed of all the money they had with them. When the paharawalla at 
last arrived, he asked the men whether they knew the gundas and where they 
had gone to. The robbed men could not of course give any information on 
these heads, and the paharawalla told them that he could not help them in any 
way and then dispersed the crowd. 

The Inspector of the Burtola thana is requested to enquire into the matter. 

3. The Sulabh Dainik of the 24th April says that thefts and dacoities 
have of late occurred so frequently in the country, 
that a feeling of perfect insecurity has seized the 
minds of the people. There must be something 
wrong with the administration of criminal justice. Within the last few days 
several thefts of a serious character have been committed in the very heart of 
Calcutta. But not even in a single instance have the police been successful in 
tracing the culprits. On the 18th April last, some thieves took away from the 
cloth-shop, No. 38, Harrison Road, articles to the value of Rs. 150, besides ten 
or twelve rupees in cash, and on the next day ornaments worth about a thousand 
rupees were stolen from premises No. 7, Antonybagan. Other thefts of a more 
or less serious nature have also been committed in Calcutta. The fact is the 
Calcutta Police are utterly inefficient in the discharge of their duties. Con- 
stables on the beat are not sufficiently on their guard to prevent thefts, and 
are ever on the look-out for some illegal gratification at the doors of grog- 
shops. The attention of the authorities has been drawn to this matter, but to 
no purpose. In the mufassal dacoities are committed in broad daylight and the 
police are utterly unsuccessful in detecting the perpetrators. Under the law, 
the sale of liquor in Calcutta is prohibited after 9 p.m. But the law is 
freely violated. The authorities do not look into the matter, although their 
attention has been several times called to it. 

4. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandriké of the 25th April says that Muham- 
madan boys are in the habit of throwing pieces of 
beef on the Chitpur Road in Calcutta with the object 
of seeing the fun of their being picked up by kites. Muhammadan butchers 
are also in the habit of throwing bones of slaughtered animals on the same road. 
This is felt.as a great nuisance by Hindu. passers-by, to whom beef and the 
bones of cows are as much an abomination as pork is to the Mussulman. More- 
over, the bone and the flesh thrown on the road invite a number of kites, and 
the passers-by run the risk of having their eyes injured by accidental contact 
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Prevalence of thefts and 
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A nuisance on the Chitpur Road. 
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with the claws of these birds. It is hoped that the police authorities wil] put 
down the practice. 
SutaBa DalviK, 5. The Sulabh Dainik of the 26th April recommends the adoption of the 
April 26th, 1893. following measures for the purpose of putting down 
the gundas in Calcutta :— 


(1) The number of paharawallas should be increased, and they should be 
stationed at distances of 40 yards, as in London. 

(2) European constables should be kept to watch the proceedings of the 
paharawallas, for the former do not succumb to temptation of petty 
bribes like the native paharawallas. 

(3) European Inspectors should be placed in charge of some of the thanas 
in the native quarter of the town. This will be a check upon the 
paharawallas. 

(4) The gas lights within the Beadon Park, which is the chief resort of 
the gundas, should not be put out at 9 P.M., as at present. The 
gates of the park should be kept closed at night, and four con- 
stables should be stationed at its four gates. 

(5) The police should keep a sharp eye on those who travel in a body 
after 10 p.m., and Police Inspectors should be empowered to 
demand securities from them if they think it necessary to do so, 
lf any affray takes places in the night, these suspicious characte 
should be apprehended. 

(6) The persons of people who travel inthe above way should be searched, 
for they often conceal knives in their clothes. 

(7) The police should demand the names and whereabouts of those 
Hindustanis who are found to congregate in houses and shops at 
night without any ostensible necessity, and should send a report 
thereof to the Magistrate. 

(8) Boys of or under 12 who are found to keep away from schools, and 

i: to join gangs of budmashes can be easily recognised. ‘The police 

a should take securities for their good behaviour from their parents, 

ay | or send them to the Reformatory. 

(9) Gundas who are convicted on any charge should be sentenced to 
corporal punishment, and not simply fined. Fine is no check 
whatever upon them, for the amount of such fine is paid by the 
members of their gangs, | 

(10) In order that the oppression by gundas in the Beadon Park may be 

+ effectually put a stop to, prostitutes should be removed from the 

4 i | neighbourhood of the Park, for these are the chief source of 

ai attraction to the gundas who congregate in the place. 


Gundas in Calcutta. 
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(b)\— Working of the Courts. 


BuRDWAN SansIvaNl, 6. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 18th April says that of all the punish- 


April 18th, 1893. 3 . ments prescribed by the Indian Penal Code, the 
Cape pempment ciaialens of death is the most barbarous and 
inhuman, In many civilized countries capital punishment. has been abolished, 
and it 1s a reproach to the British Government that it has not yet introduced 
this reform in its penal law. It is a great mistake to suppose that murders will be 
on the increase if this punishment is abolished. ‘l'o take one life for another 18a 
act of the greatest cruelty, and is reprehensible enough; but in India more men | 
than one are sometimes hanged for the murder of oneman. The Sessions Judge of 
Chittagong recently sentenced four persons to death on the charge of murdering 
man, and the sentence has been confirmed by the High Court. If the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor, before his departure for England on leave, commutes this 
sentence to one of transportation for life, he will earn the best thanks of the 
people of Bengal, and be really adored by them in spite of his many faults. 
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BURDWAN SaNJIVaNi, 7. The same paper says that in the district of Burdwan, work connect 
ed ae : . . While 
Sieh Working of the Burdwan Collec. With the Collectorate is entirely neglected f the 
a le eee torate, criminal matters always engage the attention OF | 


District Magistrate, nobody seems to be responsible 
for the work of the Collectorate. The District Collector has several Deputy 
Magistrates to assist him in this work, but they look upon it as something 
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falling within the sphere of their legitimate duties. As a consequence, it is left 
to be done by their amla just as they like. a applying for copies of docu- 
ments which they urgently require and for which they pay extra fees, cannot 
obtain the same until their applications get quite stale. Under the rule, copies 
of documents applied for ought to be ready within three or four days from the 
date of the application. But this rule is never observed in practice. If the 
District Magistrate gives charge of the Copying Department to one of the 
Deputy Magistrates under him, the public may be saved much inconvenience in 
this matter. 

Applications for the registration of names, the opening of separate accounts 
and the withdrawal of the surpluses remaining after the satisfaction of the decree- 
holder’s claims, and road-cess objections and other matters of a similar nature 
are disposed of like regular suits, But curiously enough neither the parties nor 
the mukhtars on their behalf are informed when their applications relating to 
those matters will be heard. Collectors dispose of them in any way they like, 
in the absence of the parties or their authorised agents. 

There is undue delay in the payment of monies deposited in the Collec- 
torate. People have sometimes to wait for months together before they 
receive payment. This entails great hardship on the public, and especially on 
those who had borrowed money at interest in the hope that they would be able 


to repay the loan as soon as they would get back their deposit from the 


Collectorate. 


The most serious complaint, however, regarding the work of the Collectorate 
is that the majority of the peons never actually go to the villages for the 
purpose of serving the processes. ‘T’he result is that people’s properties are sold, 
beyond any legal remedy for their recovery, without their knowledge. It is 
said that the peons have prepared for themselves a register containing the names 
of the chaukidars and a few other men of each village in the district, so that 
whenever any of them is required to serve a process in a village, he never 
takes the trouble of going to the village, but looks up his register and prepares 
a false return out of it. Government ought to institute a special enquiry 
into the matter with a view to ascertain the correctness of this statement. 


Reform of the Judicial Adminise 8. The Sahachar of the 19th April has the 
tration. following — 


The case of Raja Suryya Kanta Acharyya illustrates the evils of the exist- 
ing system of judicial administration in this country. Mr. Phillips, the 
Magistrate, was really the complainant in that case, and though the case was 
ostensibly tried by his assistant, it was he who publicly guided him in the 
trial This is certainly very objectionable. Again, when the Raja appealed 
against the sentence passed by the Assistant Magistrate, his Counsel asked the 
Judge to express an opinion as to whether or not Mr. Phillips had acted legally 
in interfering in the case in the way he had done. But the Judge abstained from 
expressing any such opinion lest it should lead him to criticise the existin 
ba of judicial administration, or, in other words, the policy followed by 

overnment in regard to it. As a consequence the matter ended there, 
and the important question of the respective limits of the liberty of the people 
and the powers of the Magistrate was left undecided. Sir Richard Garth, the 
late Chief Justice of Bengal, has done well in bringing all this to the notice of 
the British public, and he has thus done a service to the people of India for 
which they are thankful to him. The point now is, will the Indians allow 
the question raised by Sir Richard to be confined to paper only? 


Considering the condition to which Sir Charles Elliott’s policy re I 
administration of justice has reduced the criminal courts eee ee 
ought no longer to remain indifferent in the matter. And it is a fortunate 
circumstance that in their efforts to bring about a reform of the courts, the 
will have to encounter no opposition from the Anglo-Indian community, for the 
tea and the indigo-planters are as much interested in such reform as the natives 
themselves, The people should not, therefore, allow the question raised by 
Sir Richard to be shelved and forgotten. They should also get Sir William 

edderburn to put a question in Parliament on the subject. In the meantime 
let them send a memorial to Parliameut praying for the reform of the law 
courts in this country. 


SAHACHAR, 
April 19th, 1893, 


saa gE Retrial of criminal cases. 9. The same paper has the following :— 


April 19th, 1893, 

Has the Government of Bengal issued ‘any secret circular regarding the 
administration of criminal justice? Until recently there was in every district a 
Deputy Magistrate whose duty it was to read the records of all cases, and to 
bring to the notice of the Magistrate those among them, if any, in which the 
accused had been improperly let off or inadequately sentenced, and an order 
for retrial used to be passed in most of these cases. There has been of late 
a decrease in the work of such retrial, and applications for retrial under section 
437 of the Criminal Procedure Code are now being rejected in nearly all cases, 
The fact is, the criminal courts of the country have fallen mto so much 
contempt that it is high time that something was done to rehabilitate them in 
the estimation of the public. 


BaNoavas!, 10. The Bangavdsi of the 22nd April says that it is stated in Government’ 
April 22nd, 1893. Jail Resolution that in passing sentence in criminal 
cases, Judges and Magistrates are to have regard 
only to the nature of the offence committed by the accused, his social position 
and his previous character, and not to his health; this point being left to the 
discretion of the Jail Superintendent who is charged with the execution of the 
sentence, This would be a satisfactory arrangement if it were only strictly 
adhered to in all cases. But the fact is that in passing sentences not even the 
judicial officers have regard to all the considerations mentioned in the Govern. 
ment resolution. If they had done so, criminal administration would have lost 
much of its odium. When the judicial officers themselves are so careless, how 
can one expect that the Superintendents of Jails will be more considerate 
towards prisoners ? 


BaNoavasl. 11. The same paper says that the jury empannelled in the Bangavdsi case 
+. — being composed of eight Englishmen and one 

ee Bengali, it was urged by the defendant’s counsel that 
in cases of that kind the jury should have been formed with more natives than 
Englishmen. The Chief Justice, Sir Comer Petheram, owned the force of this 
observation, and, if the writer rightly 'remembers, promised that in future the 
arrangement suggested would be given effect to. But in the list of common 
and special jury lately published, the great majority of names are those of 
Englishmen, although it is a fact that by far the largest number of defendants 
tried in the High Court Sessions are natives. The writer therefore asks, what 
has become of the Chief Justice’s promise ? 


DaINIK-0-SAMACHAR The case of the ex-Treasurer of 12. The Dainik-o-Samdachar Chandrika of the 
CHANDRIKA, = Nowgong in Assam. 25th April has the following :— 


et Babu Jagannath Mahanta, ez-Treasurer of Nowgong, in Assam, who stood 
charged with defalcation in the Court of Major Henderson, filed in his 
defence seven receipts under the hand of Mr. Kennedy, Deputy Commissioner. 
One day, while the case was postponed, Mr. Kennedy came to the Court of 
Major Henderson and tore off the receipts. Jagannath Babu brought the 
matter to the notice of Mr. Henderson, but to no purpose. He then moved the 
High Court for an order transferring his case from Major Henderson’s file. 
Thereupon that officer submitted an affidavit to the High Court saying that he 
discharged his judicial duties quite independently, and was subject to no influence 
from the Deputy Commissioner. The Judges of the High Court have accepted 
this explanation as satisfactory, and refused to grant the prayer of Jagannath 
Babu. Now, when it is considered that Mr. Kennedy openly tore what was 
admittedly a part of the records of a case without being in any way taken to task 
for it by Major Henderson, one is at a loss to see how the defendant, who had 
incurred the Deputy Commissioner’s displeasure, could obtain justice 10 the 
local court. Moreover, the Suryya Kanta case has shown how the Assistant 
Magistrate who tried that case had to act as an obedient servant of the Magis 
trate, his superior. The writer does not of course mean to say that Justice 
will not be had by the defendant in Mr. Henderson’s court, but that it 18 not 
the intention of the law that a case should be tried in a court where there # 
even the least possibility of miscarriage of justice occurring, or of people 
suspecting that such miscarriage has occurred. The writer cannot, therefore, 
approve of the High Court’s decision in the matter. 
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the new Pravesika of the 13. The Hitavadi of the 20th April, continu- 
Calcutta University. ing its criticisms on the new University text-book in 


Sanskrit for the Entrance Examination, says :— 


The book is full of errors, some of which are typographical, while others 
are due to want of scholarship on the part of the editor. The word certs 


occurring in puge 36 of the book (Svat qq Tee CSNY AWtfEST_) is grammatically 
incorrect, the correct form being cejws. The word ceq| occurring in pages 
95 and 112 ought to be spelt with the celebral ¢. The word Wate occurring 
in page 36 ought to be #eatq. A list is then given of words in which the 


two qs have been interchanged through mistake. Again, the size of the book 
is nearly double that of the text-books which were in use during the last 9 or 10 
years. The text-books for other years used to contain notes, but this year’s 
book contains none, and yet its price has been fixed at 12 annas, the price which 
was fixed for the compilations for other years containing foot-notes. 


14. The Sanjivani of the 22nd April, referring to the approaching election 

A wholetime Registrar for the Of a Registrar for the Calcutta University, remarks 

Calcutta University. that the post should not continue to be the 

monopoly of either Englishmen or Professors of the Presidency College, and 

that the salary attached to the post is large enough to secure the services of a 

whole-time Registrar. The appointment of such a Registrar 1s the only way 
in which a better management of University affairs can be rendered possible. 


15. The same paper says that in his decision in the Narainganj student’s 
case, Mr. Brett, the District Judge of Dacca, has 
tried to run withthe hare and hunt with the hounds. 
While finding fault with the Joint-Magistrate for not having called upon 
Mr. Palmer for an explanation of his conduct and directed him to pocromee 
to the plaintiff, the Judge has remarked that he can not blame that officer for 
not having proceeded with the case. 

As for the poor students of this country, they are ina terrible dilemma 
indeed. If they salute an Englishman they run the risk of being beaten like 
the poor Narainganj student, and if, on the other hand, they do not salute an 
Englishman, they are insulted and maltreated by him and reproved by the 
officials. Will the officials point out the marks by which a native student can 
distinguish Englishmen who are to be saluted from those who are not to be 
saluted ? 


16. In continuation of its article on the Central Text-book Committee 

The Central Text-book Com. (Report on the Native Papers for 22nd April 1893, 
mittee, paragraph 15), the Samaj-o-Sahitya of the 28rd 
April has the following in English: — , 

“A word to Dr. Martin, Officiating Director of Public Instruction, on the 
desirability of a thorough revision in the scheme of the Central Text-book 
Committee. z 

“In our last issue we noticed that best books are not always selected as 
text-books, and that in most instances official authority or personal influence 
stands in the way of suitable text-books being adopted. Then we added that, if 
Dr. Martin, as an experimental measure, issued a circular allowing authors to 
speak with impunity what they have to say on the selection of text-books, his 
table, we are sure, would groan under heaps of applications complaining of the. 
injustice done to them, to their works, and to the pupils, who ea often to 
forego the advantage of studying the best books. 

‘“‘It was asked what effect this state of things would have on vernacular 
literature and on the education of our younger generation. We sbould unhesi- 
tatingly say that the fate of both has been doomed. Need we say that the 
best authors have stood aloof from taking to the task of writing school-books; 
whereas less gifted men have usurped their place? Thus the literature of our 
time has turned a farce, andthe education of our boys anything but proper 
and perfect. Now who is to be blamed for this? Surely, the Text-book 
Committee have not a word to speak in defence of so seriousa charge. In 
fact, they cannot throw off the blame 80 justly laid on their shoulders. 
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“The Text-book Committee care very little for the public criticism of thei, 
proceedings. They have turned a deaf ear to all suggestions made to them for 
the proper exercise of their function. Under existing circumstances, therefore 
the eri beck Committee cannot hope to secure the sympathy of the public. 
The are practically undoing the literature of the country, which, it needs 
scarcely be said, involves a question of national interest. The press have cried 
hoarse to the unbecoming proceedings of the Committee. But the Committee 
heed not the press. It is true that, some emiment men of our country have 
been placed at the helm. It is also true that the association of their names 
with the Text-book Committee has set the public at defiance So the press and 
the public have clamoured in vain for a revision in the Text-book Committee, 

‘To better the organization of the education system should be the first 
and foremost duty of our countrymen who pretend to have any interest in the 
advancement of our literature. That the Text-book Committee, original] 
intended to be astern check to the selection of any but best books as text-books, 
should have entirely forgot their mission, impeded the progress of wholesome 
literature, and blighted the brightest prospects of the latter, is a matter of deep 
regret. Had we any option in the matter, we would rather have no Text-Book 
Committee than the one under notice.” 

17. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 25th April says that under 

| ; _ the order of the Officiating Director of Public 

tion te balding of certain examina- Instruction, the vernacular scholarship examina- 

sy tions will take place on the day following the 

Mahalaya and subsequent days. Now, as the civil courts in the mufassal 

close on the day of the Mahalaya, and as the guardians of many boys 

are the employés of these courts, the holding of the examinations during the days 

in question will cause serious inconvenience to sons of these employés, as 

well as to those boys who board with them. It seems that before fixing the 

days for holding the examinations, the Director did not consult his Hindu 
Assistants. “There is time yet, and the dates should be altered. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


18. The Sulabh Daink of the 21st April strongly condemns the action 
of the Calcutta University in levying a license tax 


The Municipal license tax upon from authors, editors and proprietors of schools. 


newspapers and schvols. 


19. Referring to the levy of the municipal license tax from the proprietor 

of the periodical named ‘ Nabyabhdrat,” the Dainik- 

she Recgomneret assessedtothe 6. Samachar Chandrika of the 23rd April says that 
municipal license tax. ° ee "ia : 

the imposition by the Calcutta Municipality of a tax 

upon Literature and Science will render that body unpopular with the. educated 

community. If a tax is to be imposed upon everything that brings in money, 

why uot tax Mr. Gladstone’s speeches, tickets of admission to which are sold mm 

large numbers, as well as the lectures of those Englishman who lecture for money 

in India from time to time? 

20. The Som Prakash of the 24th April says that formerly the municipal 
sarkars in Calcutta used to call on the rate-payers. 
several times for the rates due from them, and the 
defaulters were not charged any extra fee, provid 
they could pay their rates for any particular quarter within seven days after 
the expiration of that quarter. But now they will be liable to pay one rupee 
as notice fee for every unpaid bill, even if payment is made within seven days 
after the last date fixed for it. And the sarkars will come to demand payment 
only twice during a quarter, so that after the second demand the peopje wi 
have to deposit anyhow into the municipal office the rates due from them. 
This wiil simply make the realization of taxes more difficult than it already 1; 
and cause much hardship to the rate-payers. 


(h)— General. 
21. The Burdwan Sanjivant of the 18th April says that, however incredible 


‘ oe it may seem, the sum actually spent on the army 
aa military -expee- last year by the Government of India 1s twenty: 
five crores of rupees. It was pointed out by vir 


Collection of the municipal rates 
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Griffith Evans that last year the Government of India had to fight with no 
powerful enemy, but simply to send out one or two small expeditions against 
the rude mountain tribes on the western frontier. These expeditions could be 
more properly described as man-hunting raids than military operations, yet 
they cost Government an immense sum of money. In fact, the frontier policy 
of Government is proving unnecessarily expensive. If Government abandons 
the idea of establishing its authority over these savage mountaineers, it may 
not have any occasion for fighting with them, and may thus be saved this 
unnecessary heavy expenditure. 


22. The Aitavadi of the 20th April has the 
following :— ; 

The system of granting tuccavi loans greatly benefits the agricultural 
classes, and considering the present needs of these classes, the extension of the 
system 18 absolutely indispensible. Many people thought that tuccavi loans 
could be had to any extent, but Sir Philip Hutchins’ statement in the Viceregal 
Council that the amount of these loans is regulated by the state of the finances 
at the time of granting them has dispelled this belief. But considering that 
the agriculturists were not at first very willing to take these loans, and have 
commenced to take them only recently, any restriction in the matter of 
granting such loans dictated by financial considerations will only serve to 
check their ardour, and defeat the very object which Government had in 
view. in introducing the tuccavi system. Government can without hesitation 
sanction expenditure to any amount on account of the army and the home 
charges, but it is seized with a fit of economy the moment it is asked to spend 
a small sum for the benefit of the classes who constitute the backbone of the 
country. 

23, Babu Debi Prasanna Ray Chaudhri, Editor of the Navya-bhérat, thus 
writes to the Education Gazette of the 21st April :— 

It is apprehended that henceforward authors 
and editors of newspapers and proprietors of schools 
will have to pay the municipal license tax like pleaders, doctors, shop-keepers, 
press-owners and others who ply any trade or calling. Every educated man 
is surely aware of the numerous difficulties that editors of newspapers in this 
country have to contend against. Many persons have suffered and are still 
suffering pecuniary loss by conducting newspapers and periodicals, and only 
do the work because they are convinced that they are thereby doing a service 
to the public. If, under such circumstances, the business of editing newspapers 
is viewed in the light of an ordinary trade or calling, and be made to pay the 
municipal license tax, great injury will be done to the cause of literature and 
to the many poor men who follow it as a profession. 

24. The Pratkdr of the 21st April says that unless Government curtails its 

so ae _ expenditure, the people will have to groan under the 
mee rnment's military expendi ever increasing burden of taxation. Government is 
trying to retrench its expenditure on education, and 
its object seems to be to strike a death blow at the very root of high education, 
which has taught the people to agitate and criticise its measures. It is the 
unnecessary heavy military expenditure that is draining the Indian Exchequer. 
But the Government of India finds itself unable to curtail this expenditure 
because the military policy of the Indian Goverment is only a_ part 
of the military policy of England herself. The object of maintaining a 
large army in India is simply to protect the prestige of England. England 
wants to establish her dominion in Africa, and India must bear the expenses 
of the necessary military operations. England wants to establish her trade 
in Burma, and India must pay the arene expenses. For the maintenance 
of her own prestige, England does not care for the welfare of India. 

25. The Banganivdsi of the 21st April says :— | 

It is rumoured that Government contemplates 
additional taxation. Some say that persons having 
an yearly income of Rs. 250 will have to pay an income-tax, and the news has 
caused the greatest alarm. If Government feels the necessity of increasing its 
revenues, it may do so by imposing a tax on the Manchester piece-goods. Eng- 
land moreover, which is taking away so much money from poor India, ought to 
assist her with money at this time of her financial embarrassment. Instead of 
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adding to the burden of the people by the imposition of a fresh tax, Goverp. 
ment may also curtail its military expenditure. Justice also requires that it 
should cease to maintain a State church here with Indian money. 

26. The Bangavdsi of the 22nd Aprilis glad to hear that henceforwarg 
each native regiment will be exclusively composed of 
members of a particular caste or race. This 
arrangement is good, as it will render it possible for each caste or race to follow 
its peculiar religious practices. It is, however, to be regretted that instead of 
a Brahman regiment, a Mussulman regiment will be stationed at Benares, 

27. A correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 
. The Sub-Registrar of Netrokona 99nd April has the following about the Sub. 
in the Mymensingh district. : 
Registrar of Netrokona :— 

Munshi Mufazzal Hossein, Sub-Registrar of Netrokona, is also an Honora 
Magistrate of the local bench. He has taken bribes from a very large number 
of persons. Mr. Phillips, the Magistrate of Mymensingh, received clear proofs 
of hia having taken bribes in two cases tried before him as Honorary Magistrate, 
of his having made delay in registering a document, of his having misappro- 
priated money received by him as registration fee, of his keeping a prostitute 
in his dwelling house, and of his attending office late, and accordingly reported 
against him to Goverment. On the strength of that report the Sub-Registrar 
was suspended about a month ago and was called upon to show cause why he 
should not be dismissed, The Sub-Registrar has not yet complied with the 
requisition, but hearing that Nawab Amir Hossein has been appointed Inspector- 
General of Registration, he has gone to Calcutta. He has told people that it was 
Nawab Amir Hossein who procured for him the Sub-Registrarship, and he has 


Formation of native regiments. 


therefore nothing to fear under his régime. 


28. ‘The same paper says that the English Government in India affords 

: See facilities and protection to its soldiers in the grati- 
a examination of prosti- fication of their lust. Such moral turpitude on the 

| part of Government is really astonishing. In reply 
to a question put to him in Parliament, the Under-Secretary of State for India 
said that a Committee had been appointed to enquire how far the system 
of subjecting prostitutes to medical examinution prevailed in cantonments 
and elsewhere in India. The writer expects no good from such a secret enquiry, 
especially as the Government officers, both Civil and Military, and even Christian 
Missionaries, are in favour of such examination. Until the names of the men- 
bers of the Committee are known, no opinion can be passed on the result that 
is to be expected from their labours. 

29. The same paper says that in the speech which Mr. Westmacott 
delivered on the occasion of the late prize distn- 
bution in the Berhampore Cvllege, he bitterly 
attacked the educated Bengalis. He said that high education was unnecessary, 
nay, mischievous inasmuch, as posts under Government are not procurable 
now-a-days, and as it is certain that educated men who cannot obtain employ- 
ment will become discontented and hostile to Government. He said that the pleaders 
in this country are of no use either to Government or to the people, and that the 
doctors in this country do not render any help to poor patients like doctors m 
England. He also said that the educated natives are remarkably wanting 10 
sense of duty, and in support of his statement mentioned the following instance: 
When Mr. Westmacott was Excise Commissioner of Bengal, an Excise Inspector 
had very clearly traced some smuggled opium, but when going to seize the 
opium, he broke his leg in getting down from a railway carriage, and therefore 
returned without making the seizure. An Englishman, said Mr. Westmacott, 
would not have desisted from the search, however severely he might be injured. 
But what would Mr. Westmacott say to the fact that candidates for the Entrance 
Examination at Dibrugar could not obtain the evening paper one day, because the 
Local Deputy Commissioner in whose custody the paper was, and who had gone 
a-hunting, did not return in proper time? It is a wonder that the authorities ° 
the Berhampore College, who must have known Mr. Westmacott well, could yo 
think of inviting him to preside at the prize distribution. 

Mr. Westmacott has abused his authority by another act of his at Berham- 
pore. His groom plucked peas from the field of a woman in spite of - 
repeated protests. The woman therefore asked a constable for help, and the 
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: oa 
latter took him to the police, but the Sub-Inspector seeing whose servant the 


groom was, instantly released him. The man complained to Mr. Westmacott 
that he had lost his caste, inasmuch as the tuft of hair on his head which he was 
enjoined by his religion to keep, had been torn off, and was sent by Mr. West- 
macott to the thana to lodge a complaint; but the Sub-Inspector informed him 
that no complaint would be received without.a written petition. The next day 
Mr. Westmacott himself went to the thana, and after depositing the costs of the 
petition, placed a letter in the hand of the Sub-Inspector instructing him to give 
it to the Magistrate who would try the case. The Deputy Magistrate, Sasi- 
sekhar Babu, who tried the case, sentenced the defendant constable to 15 days’ 
imprisonment. ‘Thus the constable was sent to jail for having done his duty, 
and there can be no doubt that he will be also dismissed. An English cons- 
table would have probably, under similar circumstances, given a proof of his 
remarkable sense of duty by letting the Commissioner’s groom alone. The 
constable’s pleader applied for copies with a view to appeal, but an attempt was 
made to prevent such an appeal within the term of the sentence by various pre- 
texts. This is perhaps why Mr. Westmacott is so much displeased with the 
pleader class. 
30. The Dainik-o-Samdéchér Chandrikéd of the 23rd April says that the 
The HindooPatriot on the griev. indoo Patriot advocates the claims of the Anglo- 
ances of the Anglo-Indian Indian officers to compensation for the loss caused 
officials. to them by the exchange difficulty on the following 
grounds. These are examined below:— _. 
(1) According to the Patriot, Anglo-Indian officials have to live in a 
climate unsuited to them, and are therefore entitled to all sorts of 


considerations. But there are British officers in Egypt, in the - 


African colonies, in America, and in the Straits Settlements on 
lower salaries than those allowed to officials holding similar posts 
in India, It may be argued that Egypt is nearer to Eugland 
than India, but this argument will not hold good in the case 
of the Straits Settlements. The Colonial Secretary. proposes 
to reduce the salaries of officers in the Straits Settlements still 
further, English merchants and English planters in India 
have Englishmen in their employ, and these latter receive. much 
_lower salaries than the European officers of Government, and 
no pensions at the time of retirement. 

(2) According to the Pauétriot, the Anglo-Indian officers die pre- 
maturely by reason of their residence in India. But if 
this contention is true at all, it applies equally well 
in the case of non-official Anglo-Indians. But, as a matter 
of fact, in every part of England one finds retired Anglo- 
Indians living up to a very old age. | 

(3) Itis contended by the Patriot that the Anglo-Indian infants cannot 
stand the Indian climate, and there is a good deal of mortality 
among them. but the census returns tell a different tale, and 

poy an increase in the number of Anglo-Indian residents of 
ndia. : 

(4) It is urged by the Patriot that the Anglo-Indian boys and girls 
cannot receive proper education in India. But how can this 
be when there are good schools for them in every town and 
in every hill station? 

(5) The Patriot further says that Anglo-Indian women suffer from ill- 
health by their residence in India, but they have themselves 
to thank for that. Men and women who will not adopt the 
a of living suited to the climate in which they live must 
suffer. 

In short, the Hindoo Patriot would have people believe that the Anglo- 
Indian officials make a great sacrifice in coming to India, But as a matter 
ci fact they do nothing of the kind. Men who would not get an. annual 
salary of 1,000 rupees in England, get an annual salary 10,000, 15,000 or even 
20,000 rupees in India, and after their retirement draw an annual pension of 
5,000 to 10,000 thousand rupees. Thus even if it be supposed that they lose 
half of their salaries in remitting money to England, they are no losers, Why 
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should, again, Anglo-Indian officials send their wives to England when the latter 
are in the family way? In fact, both the Anglo-Indian officers of Government 
as well as ora: hs | Anglo-Indians suffer from the exchange difficulty, but as 
the latter have no one to listen to their unreasonable demands, and cannot 
get the milch cow of India to supply them with as much money as they want, 
they live according to their income. 

31, The same paper says that the construction of the Kidderpore Docks 

was an act of utmost unwisdom, and the Port Com. 

Relevying of tolls on the Hooghly missioners now see their folly, On account of the 

aeange. refusal of the ship-owners to use the docks, the 

Commissioners now propose to levy a toll on all goods passing over the Hooghly 

bridge. The Commissioners are welcome to do so if they please, but to 

levy atoll again on carriages andfoot passengers would be to punish one man 
for the fault of another. 

32. The same paper is of opinion that Sir Charles Elliott will again 

Sir Charles Elliott’s retirement. return to Bengal when the term of his leave is 
over. It is not easy for a man to give up an office 
which carries a higher salary than the office of Premier m England. The 
Hindoo Patriot, however, thinks otherwise, and says that Sir Charles does not 
care at all for money, and that the Lieutenant-Governorship was with him a work 
of love. The Patriot, too, seems to be a man of the same mind with Sir Charles 
Elliott. He too perhaps does not care at all for money and conducts his 
paper from purely patriotic motives. 

33. The Dacca Prakdésh of the 23rd April says that though Government 

: has passed an Act for the purpose of granting 
a ren ne for the excavation tuccayi loans, it has taken no steps to make the 

fag provisions of that Act known to the people. It 
is hoped that Government will simplify the procedure relating to the granting 
of these loans and publish notices in this connection for general informa- 
tion. Like the Dainik, this paper is also willing to publish these notices free 
of charge. 

Water scarcity is increasing in the country. This is due to the silting 
up of small rivers, which formerly used to supply the people with drinking 
water. The Tenancy Act has destroyed the good understanding between 
the raiyats and the zamindars, and the latter have not the inclination to incur 
any expenses for the purpose of removing the wants of their raiyats in this 
respect. Government should therefore interfere and help the people in the 
matter from the proceeds of the Public Works Cess. If this is possible, 
arrangements should be made for granting tuccavi loans to villagers on the 
recommendations of Magistrates and District Boards, provided one-half of the 
number of such villagers consent to repay in due time their respective share 
of the loan with interest. It is hoped that Government will favourably 
consider the suggestion and thereby save the people from the water scarcity 
from which they are now suffering. 

34. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandriké of the 24th April refers to Sit 

The improvement of the Indian Richard Garth’s letters on the Suryya Kanta case, 
Judicial Administration. and remarks as follows:— 

The interests of justice in India require that judicial officers should be 
perfectly independent of the executive authorities. The Subordinate wares | 
should be underthe Judges, and the Judges under the High Court, and the Hig 
Court should own no supremacy except that of the law. The Executive should 
also be prevented from passing laws empowering it to exercise control over the 
High Court. The Suryya Kanta case has shown the evils of the existing 
system. As Sir Richard Garth says, one can easily see from that case how 
poor men must be faring at the hands of the Magistracy. 


IIT.—LeEcIsuative. 


380. The Darussalianut and Urdu Guide of the 17th April says that the 
Oi Ba a le il European Commissioners of the Calcutta Munict- 
cipality in the anes eto i pality made common cause with the Muhamma- 


an Commissioners in trying to get a Muham 
gentleman recommended for a seat in the Bengal Council as the Member for the 


( 859 ) 


Calcutta Municipality. But the project fell through owing to the opposition of 
the Hindu Commissioners, arising probably from the circumstance that the 
Muhammadans have not joined the Congress. 


36. The Sahachar of the 19th April has the 

following on the subject of the amendment of the 
criminal law :— 
The late Babu Syama Charan Sen was acquitted simply because no act 
of defalcation committed by him at any particular time could be brought home 
to him. This is not as it should be. So the mercantile community of Calcutta 
have very properly applied to Government for an amendment of the law relating 
to the subject. 

The Criminal Procedure Code requires all Judges and Magistrates to 
deliver judgments in open court, and, according to Sir John Edge, this means 
that they should deliver the whole of their judgmentsin open court, and not merely 
those parts thereof which relate to orders of acquittal or conviction. If Sir 
John Edge is right, then it must be admitted that the law is being daily 
violated. ‘To read out the whole of a judgment takes much time, and most of 
the Judges and Magistrates cannot afford to spare that time, It is accordingly 
proposed that the law on the subject should be changed, and the delivery in 
open court of summaries of judgments should be considered sufficient. The 
writer would suggest, in this connection, the amendment of section 437 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code. The section is very ambiguous, and different High 
Courts have put different interpretations on it. Even the opinion of the same 
High Court has differed from time to time. As matters now stand, re-trial of 
cases depends entirely on the descretion of Judges and Magistrates. Some of 
them order retrials in all cases, while others reject all applications for re-trial. 
This anomally ought not to be allowed to exist, and the Legislature should ste 
in. In the opinion of the writer, the High Court, the District Magistrates an 
the Sessions Judges should be required to order a retrial whenever, on readi 
the depositions in a case, it should appear to them that the accused had been let 
off on insufficient grounds. They should ‘be required to order retrials also in 
cases in which additional evidence, though available, had not been tendered. The 
Calcutta High Court held in a certain case that cases should be retried if 
additional evidence be really forthcoming. But this principle is no longer 
respected. A Magistrate examines a certain number of witnesses in a case 
and lets off the accused, saying that he disbelieves the evidence. If, however, 
a retrial is ordered in the same case, another Magistrate may convict the man 
on that very evidence! Surely this state of things ought not to be allowed 
to exist. ‘he law, which is susceptible of different interpretations should be 
amended. 


37. Thesame paper considers the excitement which prevails in the count 
over the election of members for the Bengal 
Council as a very good omen. The people attach 
special value to this newly obtained right. And 
if they can exercise it with care and moderation, it will in time develop, into a 
perfect, system of representation. 


i bas : he 38. The Hitavadi of the 20th April refers to 
Pos lle ae os the new o> ema for the Sonthal Parganas and 
remarks as follows :— 

Since the construction of railways, the Sonthal Parganas have ceased to 
be the out-of-the-way place which they once were. There is therefore no 
longer any necessity of treating them as a non-regulation province. The 
new Regulation has been in many respects an improvement onthe old one. 
But it would have been better if, instead of passing the new Regulation, the 
Sonthal Parganas had been declared a regulation province once for all. The 
=~] change which that step would have necessitated was to fix the stamp fees 
and other expenses of litigation at a lower scale than in other regulation 
Provinces in consideration of the poverty of the people. 


Proposals relating to the amend- 
ment of the criminal law. 


The election of members for the 
Bengal Council. 


SaHACHAR, 
April 19th, 1893. 


SaHacHaR. 


HITavaDi, 
April 20th, 1893, 


39. The Banganivasi of the 21st April says that the Calcutta University?  sixcanrvasi, 


Rect; | would be simply doing its duty by selecti 
University P A ma ao Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee as its eM Al for the 
ngal Council. Bengal Council. But if, on the other hand, it 
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‘selects Babu Rajkumar Sarvadhikari, it will simply earn for itself shame and 


isgTace. 
a The Dainik-o-Samdchdér Chandriké of the 24th April says that of al} 


men who have sought election to the Bengal Coungj] 
The election of members forthe in the Hindu interest, Raja Sasi Sekharesvara 
es of Tahirpur is the most eligible from the Hindy 
point of view. He is a Hindu in the true sense of the word, and possesses inde. 
pendence and good sense. The writer likes to see men of his type elected as 
members of the Legislative Councils. He does not believe in men who are in 
favour of the Consent Act, are for making sea-voyages to England in a Hindy 
way, are for demoralising Hindu youths under the pretext of imparting a high 
moral training to them, are for abolishing caste distinctions under the name of 
unity and equality; men, in short, who are for encouraging any kind of social 
disintegration. In his opinion, no man is a Hindu simply because he calls him. 
self one, for a man who, though a Hindu by birth, and has no firm faith in the 
Sastras, is no Hindu at all. The writer would much rather believe a non-Hindu 
whoentertains no idea of interferring in the social customs of the Hindus, than a 
Hindu who entertains such an idea, 

Some people think that as laws affecting Hindu society are never passed by 
the Bengal Council, it is useless to consider a candidate’s views on social matters 
before returning him to that Council. Now, thisis not a sound view of the 
matter. The laws passed by the Bengal Council have often an indirect bearing 
on Hindu religion and Hindu customs. Look at the Municipal law for instance. 
Under it a mehter may sit as Commissioner with a Brahman or a Vaidya, 
Again, many of its provisions have reference to cow-slaughter. Moreover the 
Municipal law empowers the Commissioners to impose taxes on maths and 
mandirs. Instances of the nature showing the bearing of the law passed by 
the Bengal Council on the religion and the customs of the Hindus may be 
multiplied. Moreover, under the Indian Councils Act, the members of the 
Viceregal Council will be recruited from those of the Provincial Councils, and as 
that Council is perfectly competent to undertake legislation affecting the 
religions and the customs of the people, it is absolutely necessary, from the 
Hindu point of view, that the members who will enter the Bengal Council in 
the Hindu interest should be thorough Hindus. Thesame considerations also 
apply to the case of the Muhammadans, who, too, ought to take care to elect 
only true Musalmans to the Council. 

41. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandriké of the 25th April remarks as follows:— 

ai The University Act requires that the Senate 

a member for the Beagal Cooma, Of the Calcutta University should dispose of all 
business at meetings to be held by them for the 

purpose. But the Vice-Chancellor has ruled that the above has reference only to 
purely University matters, and that it is not necessary that the Fellows should elect 
a member for the Bengal Council at a general meeting of the Senate duly held 
for the purpose. ‘This ruling, though it will facilitate the work of the election, 
does not seem to be a sound one. At any rate, its correctness should have beea 
tested at a general mecting. It is the writer’s belief that the University Act 
does not support Mr. Justice Pigot’s ruling, and that all matters connected with 
the University should be disposed of at meetings of the Senate. There 35, 
moreover, no objection against the election of the University candidate at 
general meeting of the Senate. The Fellows inthe mufassal, ought not surely 


to grudge themselves the trouble of a journey to Calcutta for a purpose like the 
present. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


42. The Sulabh Dainik of the 24th April says that scarcity of water 
a a being felt in the districts of Hooghly, Nadia - 
of Hooghly, Nadia and Khulna, ‘shulna. The suffering of the people from © 
2 cause has become very severe in the Satk 
sub-division and at the village of Idara Agardanri in the Khulna district 
There are many villages where nota drop of water can be had within a distance 
of five or six miles. When there isso much suffering at the end of Chaitra, there 


is no knowing how fearful this water scarcity will become in the mon 
J yaishta, : 
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VI.—MIScELLANEOUS. 


43. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 17th April complains that the panvssarranar axp 
wugf property bequeathed in favour of Shah Arzan’s O80 BUN. | 
dargahin Patnais being extremely mismanaged. ee 
The present Manager of the property is only a tool in the hands of a designing 

clique, who are misappropriating it to their own use. ! 


44. The Samay of the 21st April has the following in regard to Sir Samay, 
ss ieee tenia Charles Crosthwaite, the Lieutenant-Governor of the APT! 22st, 1893. 
= we North-Western Provinces: — 

Sir Charles had earned for himself a reputation before he ‘became 
the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces. His convocation 
speech after his appointment to the Lieutenant-Governorship enhauced that 
reputation. His next speech had reference to the indebtedness of the municipa- 
lities in the North-West, in the course of which he cast some reflections on the 
policy of the late Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Auckland Colvin. Its effect was to 
endear him to the native public. He continued to enjoy his reputation until 
the report of the Hardwar Commission was out. He took the conclusions 
arrived. at by the Commission for gospel truths, and did not feel the least 
hesitation in condemning the native press for its writings in connection with 
the dispersion of the Hardwar pilgrims. The mask fell from his face for the 
first time, and he appeared in his true colours. Next comes his Jhansi speech. 
Sometime ago, dacoity was rife in Jhansi, and the police failed to put it 
down. But on its report on the subject, it ascribed its failure to the 
harbouring of dacoits by local zamindars. After this, at a public meeting 
held at Jhansi, the Lieutenant-Governor reminded the assembled zamindars 
and other men of respectability of the punishment which many of them would 
have to take for the offence of sheltering dacoits! This statement surprised 
and astonished every one of his hearers. ‘The Pioneer nevertheless congratulated 
His Honour on the supposed firmness displayed by him on the occasion. His 
public utterances at Bareily and Meerut were characterised by similar insolence. 
On the occasion of inspecting the ghat of Harkapari at Hardwar, he heaped 
unmeasured abuse on the Brahmins of that place. Referring to the sanitary 
reforms which had been recently carried out in Hardwar, he observed :— ' 
‘‘ Hardwar has for ages been a place of pilgrimage to the Hindus, and though 
many Hindu and Muhammadan kings ruled over India, did any of them do any- 
thing for the sanitary improvement of the place?” There may be some truth in 
the statement, but it was certainly unbecoming in the ruler of a province to 
indulge in self-praise and the slander of others in this way. .Who will not 
admit that the English are particularly anxious to improve the sanitation of 
India? But are their efforts in this direction purely disinterested, and have they 
themselves nothing to gain by them? Ofcourse, Sir Charles Crosthwaite may not 
care to show any consideration for the feelings of the people, but the dignity of 
his high office requires that his utterances should be characterised by more 
modesty and less insolence. 


45. The Banganivasi of the 21st ame publishes a satire on Babu Raj- 
kumar Sarvadhi 


A wugf property in Patna. 


SR ONES RISES TRE RP aT a 


, . . BANGANIVASI, 
ari for his efforts to get himself April otst, 1893, 


A satire on Babu Rajkumar returned to the Bengal Council as the representative 


Sarvadhikari. of the Calcutta University. 


46. The Bangavasi of the 22nd April says that the pilgrims who went to Deeaibass 
Hardwar this year did not suffer from any out- April 22nd, 1893, 

break of disease and were not put to any incon- 

venience. The authorities take credit to themselves for the sanitary arrange- 

ments they have made in that place. . They are welcome to do so, but what is 

most satisfactory is that this year the pilgrims have had to suffer no sort of 

trouble or inconvenience. | 


47. The same paper says that everything is easy of accomplishment to 


i oe the sovereign power. It is because the English are 
English rule in Indis. the rulers of India that the free trade aiialats is 


followed in this country to the great advantage of Manchaster mill-owners, who, © 
thanks to that principle, have not to pay a single pice of duty on the heaps of 
piece-goods sent out by them. , | 


The Hardwar pilgrims. 
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under British rule. — 
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Not a single pice of duty is levied upon the large exportation of wheat 
from this country, which is the life of the people. India totters under the 
weight of her teeming millions and her population 1s increasing by 30 lakhs 
every year. It appears from the census returns of Government that within the 
last ten years the population of India has increased by three crores. English 
economists maintain that the production of India, too, has kept pace with the 
increase of her population. The writer, however, believes otherwise, and has on 

revious occasions brought forward proofs in support of his belief. What js 
aioe certain, is that the exportation of wheat is increasing with the increase 
of population. There is chronic distress in India, but notwithstanding this the 
exportation of wheat is increasing instead of decreasing. Here one finds a full 
manifestation of the sovereign power, and the following fact will render this stil] 
more clear. Both rice and wheat are exported from India, but rice goes to 
Germany and wheat to Great Britain. No duty is therefore charged upon 
wheat, while a duty is charged upon rice, but at so low a rate that it is no check 
at all upon the export of that article. The exchange difficulty also facilitates 
this exportation of wheat and rice. 

While the English merchant owes all these advantages to the sovereign 
power of England, the Indians too owe a thousand blessings and advantages to 
the same cause. The good object of the English Government is no doubt in 
many instances frustrated by mistake and inexperience, but the fact that that 
Government can at once introduce measures which it thinks to be beneficial to 
India is only because it possesses the sovereign power. But for the existence 
of British rule, India would not have enjoyed its present prosperity. This is 
why the writer desires the stability of British rule. They are foolish people ' 
who wish the English Government to retire from this country and let the Indian 
people work out their own destiny. 

48. A correspondent of the same paper writing from Belun, within the 

Atiger seare at Belun in the JUYisdiction of the Pandua thana in the Hooghly 
Pandua thana of the Hooghly district, says that a tiger has stationed itself near a 
district. tank in that village from which two. or three 
villages receive their supply of water. There is a regular scare at the place. 

49. The Sanjivani of the 22nd April says that the English occupation of 
any country and the introduction of English civili- 
sation into it. are invariably followed by extensive 
consumptio n of liquor, ganja and opium by its 
people: witness the case of India and Burma. but it is better to remain rustics 
than to learn such civilisation, 


Consumption of liquor, &e,, 
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